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Presidents Report 
 

WIN, WIN WCA ! 
 
Each year before the Warrandyte Festival, I like to list all the activities of WCA. So many things go on 
it’s easy to overlook how much is done, particularly in the wake of such a disaster. However, this past 
year has been exceptionally successful with wins for WCA on so many issues reflecting the dedication 
of many hard working members.  
 
We are very pleased that the Warrandyte Netball Club has finally gained storage and changing space 
courtesy of the Elderly Citizens Club. WCA has been concerned for some time about the lack of 
sporting facilities for young women in Warrandyte. David Dyason took it up with WCA on behalf of the 
Netball Club and finally we have reached a temporary solution until a final strategic plan is agreed.  
 
The problem was resolved in no small measure by Councillor David Ellis making funding available 
from Manningham Council. Councillor Ellis is also a committee member of the WCA. We congratulate 
him on his election to Council and we are looking forward to working closely with David on other 
matters to benefit Warrandyte. 
 

Bushfires 
 
Our hearts and condolences go out to our friends an d members, many of whom have 
perished or lost their homes in the terrible fires.  Amongst many others who died, we wish 
to commemorate Jenni Bundy of the Green Wedge Prote ction Group who worked tirelessly 
on issues with State and Local Government. 
 
In the Warrandyte community where environmental lif estyle and values are so important, 
these recent events have raised significant issues which will resonate through our 
community for a long time. Some of these will be ad dressed in time by the CFA and Royal 
Commission. But WCA is canvassing a broad based pub lic meeting to hear Warrandyte 
residents’ views and feelings on issues arising fro m the fires such as insurance, vegetation 
removal, evacuation strategies, school closure poli cy and so on and to explore possible 
ways forward. 
 
Feedback from the Forum will form the basis of a WC A submission to the Royal 
Commission and will help perhaps to define topic sp ecific issues for future meetings. Let 
us know what you think should be done. 
 

Tuesday 5 May 
North Warrandyte Community Centre 7.30pm start. 
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Congratulations are due to Jonathan Upson who, in inimitable style, convened separate Candidates 
Forums for both Manningham and Nillumbik Council elections in late 2008 to facilitate our 
understanding of the candidates’ policies and question their intentions. 
 
WCA is also pleased with resolution of the development of the former Liberty Garage site at West End 
which is designated as a new carwash facility. Mark Tansley and Val Polley on behalf of WCA 
expressed concerns particularly about removal of the underground storage tanks and associated 
residues from the former service station. The developer, Solid King Pty Ltd, has amicably agreed to 
meet these and all of WCA’s and other residents’ conditions including landscaping, noise and external 
lighting. 
 
WCA is continuing to monitor developments in Warrandyte and working closely in meetings with 
Manningham Council to ensure ‘win-win’ outcomes. We are hoping to establish a similar good working 
relationship with the new Nillumbik Council. Jonathan Upson made a presentation to Nillumbik Council 
when it met in North Warrandyte in September. 
 
We have also been asked to assist the Warrandyte Community Bank Board in allocating funding to 
major projects in Warrandyte, Wonga Park and Park Orchards. Dick Davies, Bruce Davidson and 
Daisy Gleeson represent WCA on the selection panel. 
 
Our transport survey organised by Stewart Lewis and professionally compiled and analysed by Sarah 
Wrigley has contributed to better bus timetabling in North Warrandyte, which Jonathan Upson has 
been campaigning for tirelessly. 
 
Austin Polley’s Bicycle Users Group (BUG!) has been bugging Manningham Council to extend and 
improve bike paths, has been received positively, and won’t give up until it happens! 
 
Meanwhile our opposition to the Ring Road ‘Missing Link’ running through Warrandyte has borne fruit 
in the State Government Transport Plan (whatever that’s worth!) which recommends an alternative 
route. But be warned! RACV is still campaigning for the route through Warrandyte. 
 
Its not sexy but Nick Robinson is doing a great job representing WCA on the Manningham Sewerage 
Stakeholder Panel ensuring cleaner water in our river  
 
The thorny issue of business sustainability in the Green Wedge is of increasing relevance following 
the terrible fires; Richard Aumann and Dick Davies have been pursuing this with Manningham.  
 
Other issues continue to run. Whilst our submission gained some traction, Manningham’s Heritage 
Guidelines have been approved, but we are still concerned about this one. Redevelopment of the 
former Post Office site at East End is unresolved; that of the ‘Gingko’ site is underway. Removal of 
excessive signage cluttering up the KG/Research Road intersection hasn’t happened. Doug Seymour 
continues to monitor developments with an eagle eye! 
 
It remains only to thank our other office bearers, Jonathan Upson, David Ellis, Kerrie Boyle and Bruce 
Davidson for their hard work during the year and to thank all our members for their continued support.  
 
See you at the Festival! 
 
Dick Davies,  
President 

Progress on bike path proposal 
The Warrandyte (BUG) bike group has continued to follow up progress on their bike track proposal 
planned from Beasely’s Nursery to Warrandyte via the High School. Carol Buckingham, Park’s Victoria 
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recreational planner, said on 2nd March that at present their priority is on the Mullum Mullum Creek 
path extension and until that is completed no new planning can commence for new pathways. 
However she did repeat she thought the Warrandyte extension plan was viable but it was a matter of 
time and resources as to when planning could commence. It could be a couple of years before any 
action is possible. The Bike Group intends to continue with regular follow up enquiries on the issue.  

Yarra Valley Water/Manningham Sewerage Stakeholder Panel  
There has been some lively and ongoing debate at the Stakeholder meetings with community 
representatives wishing to clarify the terms of reference and whether or not there is a need for the 
backlog program or just looking at options. The Panel was advised that the Yarra River Action Plan 
has large amounts of money for the sewer upgrades and replacing septics with sewer systems but 
comparatively small amounts of money for reducing stormwater pollution. Sewer money is already 
committed so the only new money has gone towards stormwater management. The issue of where 
Warrandyte properties are prioritized in the list of backlog areas is still a focus for Nick Robinson the 
WCA representative on the panel.  

Warrandyte Netball Club 
We are very pleased that the Warrandyte Netball Club has finally gained storage and changing space 
courtesy of the Elderly Citizens Club. WCA has been concerned for some time about the lack of 
sporting facilities for young women in Warrandyte. David Dyason took it up with WCA on behalf of the 
Netball Club and finally we have reached a temporary solution until a final strategic plan is agreed. 
The problem was resolved in no small measure by Councillor David Ellis making funding available 
from Manningham Council. Councillor Ellis is also a committee member of the WCA. We congratulate 
him on his election to Council and we are looking forward to working closely with David on other 
matters to benefit Warrandyte.  
 

 
 

Photo : Councillor David Ellis, David Dyason and Sonia Febbo, President WNC, celebrate their win with 
members of the Club.  

Festival 
WCA will have a stand as usual where we will be advertising our successes, our programme for next 
year and publicizing the proposed Bushfire Forum. Members are urged to support our endeavours and 
volunteer to man the tent for a period. Ph Dick on 9844 4686. 
 

 


